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Excerpts From the Handwritten Manuscript

00 NOT FORGET THE NUOIESTI

nell! Apr1l, u III moIIl pl'l)m!nenl
tLtle of that ae-. Jamie Rub, tile
publllllllr, 'aid tile company planned
10 leave tile many mLu~lIIl1"Lntacl
for tile we oIaulllenllclty.

Pl'l)fessor Gat" told the rl&bl$ to
publllb tile boc* 10 Wamer for an
wxllK"-l adY&llCe and royaltlea.
H' laid IlIl planned 10 donate the
manutertpllO allbo"ary.

.....~~,;;;;_..- ....._-'-
fessor. he luthentlcated and pubLL­
clzed the authorship of "Ou-r Nl&,"
wrlllen by the ffft Alrlcan·Amer1­
can Harrlet E. Wilson and orl&lnlily
publbbed In 1858. There are two
known earller novell by Alrlcan­
American men, "Clotel," .. rllten by
WLIIllm WeLls Brown and pubtlllled
In 1853, and "The Garlel and TheIr
FrieodI," wrltten by Frank J, Webb
and pubtlSlled In 1&57,

warner BookI pL..... 10 publ.l$b
"TIIe Bondswoman', N"arraUve"

-..-_r-__..__
The life 01 tbe -=:aped ........ Jane Jobnaca. bdoor, helped eatablialt the Ilrthenticity olallO'l'd. .... Jotv.ln.,
above centa", aMwn II. her o-ner triea to reclaim her. Below, Henry Louia GateaJr~ who ditc:ovd ltd tbe book.

turllll defecll of Ille pI~r, IIle COIl­
tent of the Ink, IIle form of eraser
used, tlllllllll of -Lng materials In
an amateur blndln.& and dated bts.
lorlcal referent" In the tut. He
concluded It 00II1d OIIIy have beeo
wrltten bet..een 1853 and 18eO, prob­
ably by a aelf-educated woman.

"TIle Bondawoman', Narrative"
III Pl'l)fellOr GII"'a Il!OOlId addilion
to tIIa ,mllli collection 01 ~Is by
I~tury Afrtcan-Amerkan
women.. In 1181, u an IIIlIIant Pf'Oo

dlara.cters bt tile boc* belon& 10 real
people, Includinl tile narrator', final
O\II1ler, John Hill wr-1eT, In f.n. tile
author apparently debated namtna
him. omlIIln& the mlOdie Ietlers of
lib last name 101" _ of the teI<I and
ta- aoloc back 10 fill tIlem IlL

Mr. Wheeler'l Identlty p~ a
CNCiaI due 10 aulllenticatlon. Mr
WMeIer left a dtat)' III 1tlI life cle­
acrtbIll& his plantation .. _u .. lilt
ItlnU • a~t olficlaI In
Watfllnctop and .. I. mJnISl:er 10 NIC­
......... '''1'he~" NIlTa'
live" CClDtam. !he $Iml!1IlItJIw4, cle­
talb as lw diary, IUdl II !be t1mlIlII
111 I. boaI tr1p lrom WasIlIll&taa 10
NonI:I CI.roIlIIia and h1I dlImdaaI
from a F"IftlUIleIII )lib.

Some 111 tile detatb ... help date
the IIlIMlIa1pt. In ''!be BoadIwo­
maIl'a NITf'aIive." Mr.........a
wife Iaawata the ......~ 111 a
Il.I.V'II! IWDed J-. In 1155. Mt
'fl-'beeIer'1 sIlIw J_ .JoIlMa na
...., wItIl belp from aboIltiDDlllhl
aDd bec:I.me !be IUbjecl. III a bleb-...---Mr. W1Ieeief'.clla.ry and the_
scrip( _ the _ wordiI ID

detcribe ~_ 111 ....

drerw Jaa- til W~ lIlat
... compll!led til II51IkR tile IlD¥'eI
~ lItO ref~ 10 tile 0vlI
Wu, ....."'4: It ... wrtnea •'ore 1"1ProI_G_ IU&Il*IlIlat _
~ tile author ....y IllllIIave~
IiIbed tile lXMI!I II tll.II pubIlIIwIa
bII!Iore the .... WOIlI4 III.ve opened
tile ~btIIt)' III her I.tI'ftI .. a
fv&itIve Ilaw, .ad tile matkel for
lIave narratlva dlMppeareod aher
the war The mUlUlCf1pllater mroed
up iD the bandI 1111. New Janey booIl
dealer,

In Ii4&, Dorothy PorW Wealey, a
llbtarlan 1.1 Howard Unlverl1ly, te·
""Lred It on tile hllJldlthal lis author
....as a lifled Affk.an.AlDI!!ricM
lIave. IVbIte authort. MI. Poner
Wesley Later wrote In a letter about
tile text, Invartably Intl"Odltced blacil
dlaraeters wlth iM'avy4landed refer·
enc:a 10 tIlelr race bul _med thai
dlaraeters _re whLte by default.

But the author of "TIle BondIWl>
man's Narrative" often Introduced
bladl eIlaraeters ....Ilhout refe~
10 their race. "There 11110 do\iblthat
she "1llI a NeJro beeause ller ap'
pl'Ol.Ch 10 other NelfOel IIlbal they
are people first 01 all," Ma. Porter
Wesley wrote.

When ProIesllOr Gat.. IOUIbt a
publisher In April, execullvet at AOL
TlIDI!! Warner'a boc*l d.Iv1alon, War­
ner BooItI, consulted aulllentlcalion
experts. Mr NlclteLL Wroll. an u·
blu.stlve 24-pqe report anal)'Zln&
tile $lyle of hI.ndwT1tln&. tile ~rkld
vocabulary,the brand and manut'l(.

_tlaII)' 10 perpetu.ate thai~
tern Hence 10 aU OYtftIlra of thai
kind from whatever Ql.l&rler they
mJcht come I had Invartlbly
turned a deaf ear I bad lpurned
domtllic tlea no! because my
iM'art ....as hard, b.n becauaII! LI
.... my unalterable I'ftOlullon
never 10 entall lIavel')' on any
human belll& And now when I had
voluntarlly rellO\ll>C<!d tile IOClety
of tIIOM I ml&hl have learned 10
love IIlouLd I be compelled 10 I.e­
cepI one, ..bole pel'lClll, and
1pHdt, and ml.lllW!r could notlaiL
10 be ever retarded by me with
loathtna and dll&llSl Then to be
driven 10 the lields beneath the
eye and ll$h of tile brule over·
tear, and tIIOM miserable bUIa,
with theLr promlKltous clllWda of
dlny ollaeene oblecll., for my
home I ctIIlld. not, WO\IId no! bear

A sentimental
story of a house
slave's life and
eventual escape.

"Tbe auIlIor II a IIlOb. .. 11 very
lIlIIdl. _ 111 the bIKI< bllur·
......" ProI_ G_ Iald ta a
~ 1IllefV\eW. "She A)'I at_ poB dIIlt _ III tile _ bel-

... IIIpeCU 111 slaver)' 11 lIlat It
atftICU all sIlIftii 111 tile ......,." way,
~lIllbeir__ and .......

IlerI .ad ~Icatlla"
ProI_ GaM ... IlAI.ble 10

trace I. tpeClfIc _ IWDed H_

III.fI CrafU. Bur. ...ute --.rei)'
fkUlInaI WI;II'b: or C(UItU1et1 -.Lave
IWTatIYaa, Il\I.II)' III tile _ III

tlva, Inchldlll& FreOelick Doua·
LIA" IlllDOUI autCJbklCnphy, sur­
vlved CI:IIy In prlnled form, rI.lsln&
questions I.bout the I.ll1OUI1t III a1ter­
'tklll by edlIOI'1I _ ....-.

DetI.l1I III the litO",,;!'. cIeplcUDn III
lIave IIfI. on a plamatlon lOR~
1ft&. ItllII.fTator~ tile IbUa.l
d)"fIamlc:ll.ZDlllll~ their wtva
and tItetr female Ilava; the compli­
cated Intimacy ~ female
lIaftI.cIlbeIr --.' wtva; and
tha revu.Ialca III boule sIlIva _ani
IlaWlI wba -" Itl the neI4.

Had M.... Wheeie!' condemned
IDI!! 10 the _reII eorponI pun­
IJhnterlt, Ot'~ _10 be IOId
In the publlc .Iave marlletlo WII­
lIlin&\(IIl I IIlouJd pl'llbabty have
nsllJled myaeLf ....Ith apparent
compoltlre 10 iM'r crw! behettl
But when she IOU&ht 10 fOrte me
InIO a compul$Ory WIlon ..Ith a
man ..ho I 00II1d only hate and
de$p1Je It R<!IIIed 10 me that feo
beilion would be a vlrtue, that
duty 10 myselr and God actually
required It, and that wbalever ae,
cldents or mllllorttmtl ml&ht at·
lend my f11&h1 DOthtna could be
WOI'IIl! than ..hat threatenad my..,

Marrlap like many other
bleSlItnp I contklered 10 be aPt­
daII)' doNJ&ned lor tile Ifft. and
IOlIII!!Ibtna that all tile vtctlm, III
Ilavel')' IIlouLd aYOld as tendllll

lOme .lava ......aae<I to att&ul I. far
are-ter de&ree 1Il1i1erac:y and liter­
ary IOIlhlsUcatlon u..n many~
I.IlI Mo'"~ lUI autbor dearly
bad -.I ftlenItve _1.bular1 and I.
deep fl.llllllarlt)' with CCllllempo:nry
tlltnl}' amra _ bdono .....
her fTftdom, a1tboucll her tPtl.l.lDt:
and P\Illdllatkln wue IIp(Mty

Nelbe Y McKQ', I. pnlI_ d.
Af~II~l.Ithe

Un/YenIt)' III W---. Wd tbI.t ID
)INn tl&O. _ KlIoIan -.-:I
IhI.I IIDiJ' I. bandtuI III -.La_ bad
~ the~ to lbeIr edrD­
o;atbI a.I ta- .- fa to wrlII.
..,."., .." tblll IbDI.e few wba did
were I.Irud)'~ "Now, wba
Icmws bow I11I.II)' then were?" .......
III1~to~bowllll.ll)'

d. !be -t', deuII1I I.r1I -.:tll&­
anJIboa!, bur. the portrait III I.
-.Lave', We _, 'r pl'O"kIII a
1t'IDcIltw 1lltD tile~ .." ptI"­
llpIIC:ltft d. I. IoII.Yl! __ OlIvtd
Br1llIt Drtla. a prot_ at Yale a.I
~ III "--'Y, aaid, "We
IIave~ few~ II.I.w
IW'TaIlva:. .." oertalDiJ' I. IlD¥'eI
wrill" b')' I. bIKI< _ .." for­
mer Il.I.V'II! 11 -'- _I.'.lll"

If Prol'_Gatall~ ''TIle
~',~•• m.I.)' be
unIqlIe .. a IUlVMIlI: hI.ndwr1IIlea
~ d. I. boc* b')' -.I <!I.Caped
II.I.w, prorioiIIt& sitlplUly dItecl. K­
CftI. 10 LlI llItlMw"l!lolIIhta I.Ild feel­
IQp. ..urr- 1.11 tmwn sill'" II&ITao


